2008

TOfilmfest.ca

Pick the best of the fest!

Unofficial guide to the
Toronto |

Films by Country

2008  Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

nternati Oggomber 4567 8910111213

328 films, 579

I3 KABULI KID Barmak Akra

[DISCOVERY-FRANCE, AFGHANISTAN/14A / Cast: Hadji Gul, Valéry
Schatz, Amélie Glenn, Mohammad Chafi Sahel] Kabul taxi driver Khaled pick
a woman and, after settling on a price, takes her to her destination. The wom.
out and a new passenger climbs in, only to find a baby in the backseat. Khale
out after the woman, whose face had been obscured by her burga, but she h:
vanished. He's left holding the baby - a six-month-old boy. Who was this wom
and how will Khaled find her? [ $]

DERNIER MAQUIS Rabah Ameur-Zaime

) Adhen

[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-FRANCE, ALGERIA/PG / Cast: Rab:x
Ameur-Zaimeche, Salim Ameur-Zaimeche, Abel Jafri, Sylvain Roume, Christ
Milia-Darmezin] Dubbed "Mao" for his crafty management strategy of feigned
benevolence, a truck yard owner (director Rabah Ameur-Zaimeche) decides
build an on-site mosque for his mostly Muslim employees. When debate and

division begins to spread among the workers, their varying personality quirks
competing philosophies begin to en
6.5/10

ACNE
) Acn®
[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-URUGUAY, ARGENTINA, SPAIN,

MEXICO/14A | Cast: Alejandro Tocar] At age 13, Rafael loses his virginity thi
to arrangements made by his older brother. His first kiss, however, proves ha

Federico Veir

get. [$] é SPANISH (subtitled) 14¢
EMPTY NEST Daniel Burme
) Ni do Vaci o

[SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS-ARGENTINA, SPAIN, FRANCE, ITALY/14A/
Cast: Cecilia Roth, Oscar Martinez] Superbly imaginative and entertaining, E
Nest offers a heartfelt look at the marital tensions between Martha (Cecilia R¢
All About My Mother) and Leonardo (Oscar Martinez) as they struggle to mail
a fresh and exciting marriage after their youngest child marries and leaves Bt

Aires. Daniel Burmands sixth featu
moments bring tears to the eye. [ $
*+5 6.5/10

LION'S DEN Pablo Trape|

T Leoner a

[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-ARGENTINA, SOUTH KOREA,
BRAZIL / Cast: Martina Gusman] Julia awakes in her apartment one morning
pregnant and in the company of the bloodied bodies of two men who had bee
|l over s. I'n an instant, her 1ife be
SPANISH (subtitled) 18+ **5 6.3/10

[VISIONS-ARGENTINA, FRANCE, NETHERLANDS, SPAIN, GERMANY /
Cast: Juan Fernandez] During an Atlantic crossing, Farrel asks the captain ¢
freighter he is sailing for permission to go ashore at the next port. He wants tc

the place where he was born to fin
(subtitled) 18+ **2 6.3/10
SALAMANDRA Pablo Agliel
I Sal amander

[VISIONS-ARGENTINA, FRANCE, GERMANY / Cast: Dolores Fonzi] In the
valley of El Bolson in Patagonia - a haven for renegades from all over the wo

Al ba and I nti try to build a nor me

(subtitled) 18+ ***5.6/10

I» PARANOIDS Gabriel Medir
i Paranoicos, Los

[DISCOVERY-ARGENTINA / Cast: Daniel Hendler, Walter Jakob, Miguel

Dedovich, Fernando Hoffman, Jazmin Stuart, Martin Feldman, Fausto Collac
once an unmotivated procrastinator, fearsome hypochondriac and unenthuse
children's party entertainer, Luciano is on the fast track to nowhere. When his
successful friend arrives from Spain, Luciano is forced to face the realities of

own uninspired existence. [$] é SF
WINDOW Carlos Sori

T Vent ana

[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-SPAIN, ARGENTINA] Antonio, an ill
80-year-old man, wakes up at his house in the country on what will become t
day of his life. As the day goes by slowly, Antonio carefully contemplates eacl
moment , each Iight variation while
wonderfully acted, The Window is a profound meditation on solitude epitomiz
Antoniods | ast day of life. [$] ¢&

DISGRACE Steve Jacobs, Anna-M

Monticel

[SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS-AUSTRALIA, SOUTH AFRICA-ANIMATED /
Cast: John Malkovich, Ralph Fiennes, Jessica Haines] Professor David Lurie
(John Malkovich) life falls apart after he has an impulsive affair with one of hi:
students. Forced to resign from Cape Town University, he escapes to his dat
farm in the Eastern Cape. Their relationship is tested when they both become
victims of a vicious attack. In order not to lose the love of his daughter, David
stands by her as she accepts her tragic circumstances. She continues her life
farm and their individual disgrace finally settles to an uneasy grace.

The Prize of the International Critics (FIPRESCI Prize) for Special Presentati
awarded to Steve Jacobs' Di sgrace

D $9.99 Tatia Rosenth

[DISCOVERY-ISRAEL, AUSTRALIA-ANIMATED / Cast: Geoffrey Rush,
Anthony LaPaglia] Unemployed and still living at home at 28 years old, Dave
discovers a booklet claiming to answer the meaning of life for the low price of
$9.99. In his struggle to share his amazing find with the world, Dave's surrea
crosses with those of his unusual neighbours, including an old man and his
disgruntled guardian angel, a magician in debt and a bewitching woman wha
her men extra smooth. A stop-motion animated film, $9.99 features the voice
Geoffrey Rush and Anthony LaPagli e

IO NOT QUITE HOLLYWOOD Mark Hartle

T Wi | d, Untol d St

[MIDNIGHT MADNESS-USA, AUSTRALIA/14A / Cast: Jamie Lee Curtis,
Dennis Hopper, Stacy Keach, Quentin Tarantino, Brian Trenchard-Smith] Fr
wheelin' sex romps! Blood-soaked terror tales! Blazing action extravaganzas
same cultural explosion that gave birth to Australian art classics also spawne
group of demon-children - maverick flmmakers who thumbed their noses at
authority, made their own rules and, in the process, unleashed films such as
Razorback, The Man from Hong Kong, Patrick and Mad Max. A rip-roaring

LIVERPOOL Lisandro Alon: documentary on Australian genre cinema of the 70s and 80s, Not Quite Holl
features Jamie Lee Curtis, Dennis Hopper, Stacy Keach, Quentin Tarantino
416-968-FILM Rank films by star-ratings, based o Page 1 of
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other celebrities sharing their love and memories of an unjustly forgotten cinel
era. [$] é 14A ***] 7/10

[ ACOLYTES Jon Hewi

[MIDNIGHT MADNESS-AUSTRALIA/18A / Cast: Joel Edgerton, Michael
Dorman, Belinda McClory, Sebastian Gregory, Joshua Payne, Hanna Mange
Lawrence, Holly Baldwin] When they discover the body of a murdered Canad
backpacker buried in the woods, three high school students trace the crime bi
suspected killer. Taking full advantage of their situation, they attempt to black
their suspect into killing again. Their target? A brutal bully - recently released
prison - who has victimized them all their lives. But as their scheme lures then
a violent and sadistic world, the vulnerable teens soon discover that rather th:
destroying their childhood night ma
18A **/; 6.5/10

® THREE BLIND MICE Matthew Newt
[DISCOVERY-AUSTRALIA / Cast: Ewen Leslie, Toby Schmitz, Matthew

Newton] Tension mounts between three young Australian naval officers as th
the streets of Sydney before being shipped out to Irag. Written and directed b
Matt hew Newton, who also stars. [ §

YES MADAM, SIR Megan Donem.

[REAL TO REEL-AUSTRALIA, INDIA-Documentary / Cast: Karin Bedi, Heler
Mirren] Narrated by Helen Mirren, Yes Madam, Sir portrays the life story of

I ndiaébs first woman police officer
Karin Bedi has publicly fought high-level corruption and brutal opposition, at ¢
personal and professional cost. [ $

B WAVELENGTHS 5
i Trips

Olaf Nicolai, Chris Ch
Chan Fui, Norbr
Pfaffenbichler, Ben Rus
Rosalind Nashashibi, L
Skaer, Erika Loic, E
Russel

[WAVELENGTHS-SHORT-GERMANY, MALAYSIA, CANADA, AUSTRIA,
USA, UNITED KINGDOM, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES] German art star Ola
Nicolai makes his film debut with Rodakis (Germany), a fictitious biography o
Greek craftsman Alekos Rodakis; Chris Chong Chan Fui's Block B
(Malaysia/Canada) examines the lives of an expatriate Indian community we:
itself through the contradicting soundscapes of contemporary Malaysia; Norb:
Pfaffenbichler's rigorous MOSAIK MECANIQUE (Austria) systematically lays
the 98 shots of Charlie Chaplin's 1914 short A Film Johnnie in parallel loops ¢
a CinemaScope image; Ben Russell's Black and White Trypps Number Thret
(USA) focuses on a young, mesmerized audience during a performance by tF
band Lightning Bolt; Rosalind Nashashibi (who represented Scotland at the 2
Venice Biennale) and Lucy Skaer's Flash in the Metropolitan (UK), is a sibylli
nighttime excursion through The Met's antiquities galleries; Erika Loic's Paric
(Toronto) chronicles the history of the titular Mexican volcano. Ben Russell,
experimental filmmaker and Guggenheim award recipient, concludes the
programme with Trypps #5 (Dubai) (USA/United Arab Emirates), a slice of
happiness packaged under the flickering neon light of global capitalism.
AWARD FOR BEST CANADIAN SHORT FILM

The award for Best Canadian Short Film goes to Chris Chong Chan Fui's Blo
The film examines the lives of an expatriate Indian community weaving itself
through the contradicting soundscapes of contemporary Malaysia. The jury ni
"simple, graphic, hypnotic i this
essentials." [$] é 18+ ****| 9/10

REVANCHE

T Revenge
[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-AUSTRIA / Cast: Johannes Krisch,
Ursula Strauss] Alex is an errand boy; Tamara, a prostitute. Entwined in a
forbidden love affair, both are determined to escape the Viennese brothel whe
work. But carrying out their plan proves fateful once police officer Robert walk
into their lives. [$] é GERMAN (st

Gotz Spielmat

UNIVERSALOVE Thomas Wosch

[VANGUARD-AUSTRIA, LUXEMBOURG] Love stories from Brooklyn,
Belgrade, Tokyo, Rio de Janeiro, Marseille and Luxembourg play against a
backdrop of music by Austrian indie band Naked Lunch, whose haunting son
serve to elaborate upon the stirri
PORTUGUESE | SERBIAN (subtitled) 18+ **/ 5/10

7915 KM
) Af t er The Race

[REAL TO REEL-AUSTRIA-Documentary] Following the tracks of the famou:
Dakar rally, filmmaker Nikolaus Geyrhalter (Our Daily Bread) sets off on a
journey from Europe to Africa, documenting European ideas of and prejudice

Nikolaus Geyrhal

toward Africans, and vice versa. [
@ WAVELENGTHS 2 Hannes Schipba
T Lost And Found Charlotte Pryce, De

Gatten, Astrid Ofr
Abraham Ravett, Jc
Latharr

[WAVELENGTHS-SHORT-SWITZERLAND, AUSTRIA, USA, UNITED
KINGDOM] Hannes Schupbach's L'Atelier (Switzerland) is a 16mm homage
artistic creation; Charlotte Pryce's The Parable of the Tulip Painter and the F
(USA) sumptuously uses 16mm Kodachrome to imbue painting and film with
intoxicating colour; the latest installment in David Gatten's internationally
celebrated The Secret History of the Dividing Line series, How to Conduct a |
Affair (USA) hints at love's mystical and abiding powers; Astrid Ofner (Antigot
Straub and Huillet's Antigone) matches Franz Kafka's heart-rending letters to
beloved Milena Jesenska with fragile images of Vienna in Sag es mir Dienste
(Austria); Abraham Ravett's TZIPORAH (USA) is a careful and quiet respons
grief and loss. The programme concludes with a recently restored print of
Encyclopaedia Britannica (UK) by late British conceptual art pioneer John La
whose work has been collected by s

B RAIN Maria Gova

[DISCOVERY-BAHAMAS/PG / Cast: CCH Pounder, Nicki Micheaux, Irma P
Hall, Calvin Lockhart] In hopes of reconciling with the mother who abandoner
Rain leaves her simple, sheltered life on rural Ragged Island for the big city ¢
Nassau. But her dream of a loving reunion is quickly shattered when she me
Glory, a scarred, angry woman who bears no resemblance to the mother she
hoped for. Driven by a passion for running and the support of a caring track ¢
Rain must find the inner strength

[ JCVvD Mabrouk EI Mec

[MIDNIGHT MADNESS-FRANCE, LUXEMBOURG, BELGIUM / Cast: Jean-
Claude Van Damme, Frangois Damiens, Zinedine Soualem, Karim Belkhadr
Jean-Claude Van Damme stars as Jean-Claude Van Damme in the comeba
of one of the biggest action stars in movie history. When a trip to the post offit
lands the down-and-out Van Damme smack-dab in the middle of a dangerou
the "Muscles from Brussels" is exposed as an ordinary guy, complete with fe:
contradictions and hopes. What can he do when the gun pointed to his templ
filled with blanks? JCVD finds himself at the turning point of his life as a prest
hero. [$] é FRENCH, ENGLI SH (subti

VINYAN Fabrice du We

[VISIONS-FRANCE, UNITED KINGDOM, BELGIUM / Cast: Rufus Sewell,

Emmanuelle Béart, Julie Dreyfus, Petch Osathanugrah, Amporn Pankratok,
Borhan Du Welz] Eastern spiritual themes of despair are paired with maternz
concerns in du Welz's second film after his 2004 Midnight Madness debut,

Calvaire. Starring Emmanuelle Béart and Rufus Sewell, Vinyan concerns a ¢
who are torn after the loss of their son Joshua. Glimpsing a boy who resembl
Joshua in video footage from a village of orphaned children on the Thai-Burn
border, Jeanne (Béart) becomes consumed by the belief her son was kidnap

416-968-FILM Visit of ficial
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traffickers in the chaos that foll
RESTLESS Amos Kolle
i Hasar Menuha B SNOW Aida Begi
[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-ISRAEL, GERMANY, FRANCE, i Snijeg

BELGIUM / Cast:

Ran Danker, Moshe Ivgy] Recently discharged from the Israeli army, Tzach ti
to New York to confront his father Moshe, a struggling artist who left his family
behind some twenty years ago. [ $]

SILENCE DE LORNA Jean-Pierre Dardenne,
) Lorna's Silence Dardenn:

[MASTERS-BELGIUM, FRANCE, ITALY/14A / Cast: Arta Dobroshi, Jérémie
Renier, Fabrizio Rongione, Olivier Gourmet] Lorna, a young Albanian womar
living in Belgium, becomes entangled in a sham marriage orchestrated by mc
Fabio, an arrangement that will end in murder if Lorna chooses to keep silent
Screenplay winner at Cannes 2008, Le Silence de Lorna is written, directed ¢
produced by two-time Palme d'Or winners Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne (L't
TIFF 2005). [$] €é FRENCH (subtitl:

BARRAGE CONTRE LE PACIFIQUE
) Sea Wal l

[SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS-FRANCE, CAMBODIA, BELGIUM/14A / Cast
Isabelle Huppert] Adapted from the novel of the same name by Marguerite Dt
Un Barrage Contre le Pacifique is directed by Rithy Panh (S21, La Machine ¢
mort Khmeére Rouge, TIFF 2003), who has turned to a classic work French

literature to make a film about his native country. The legendary Isabelle Hug
stars as the matriarch of a small land-owning family in 1930s French Indochir
(now Cambodia) who try to survive by working on rice fields located dangerot
close to the ocean. Driven to fight against both nature and corrupt bureaucrai
devises an imaginative scheme to build a dam against the sea with the help c

Rithy Pan

villagers. [$$] é FRENCH (subtit]e
PANDORA'S BOX Yesim Ustaog
i Pandoranin Kutu

[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-TURKEY, FRANCE, BELGIUM,

GERMANY / Cast: afdsd] When three fortysomething siblings in Istanbul rece
call that their aging mother has disappeared from her home along the Easterr
Sea Coast of Turkey, they put aside their problems and set out to find her. As
siblings come together, the tension between them quickly become apparent, ¢
they are forced to reflect upon their own shortcomings and ignorance of each
lives. [$] é TURKISH (subtitled) 1

SERAPHINE
I S®raphine Loui s

[SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS-FRANCE, BELGIUM / Cast: Ulrich Tukur,
Yolande Moreau, Francoise Lebrun, Geneviéve Mnich] Based on a true story
Séraphine delves into the relationship between naive painter Séraphine Louis
(186411942) and art collector Will
Séraphine works as a maid for Madame Duphot, who rents an apartment to (
art critic and dealer Wilhelm Uhde, an enthusiastic advocate of modern and
primitive artists. I'n her spare ti
wine, mud, a mixture of fruits and flowers. When Wilhelm comes across one ¢
paintings, he is instantly mesmerized and insists that Séraphine show him the
her work. So begins a nurturing relationship that will expose Séraphine's work
the world. But as Séraphine paints her most inspired canvas, the power of he
|l eads her into the realms of madne

Martin Provo

UNSPOKEN Fien Troc

[VISIONS-BELGIUM] Five years ago, 14-year-old Lisa disappeared from the
of her parents Lukas and Grace, with no clear reason, no goodbye. Her parel
managed to get their lives back to some semblance of normality, until Benjar
former friend of Lisa's, pays them a visit and a series of strange occurrences ¢
Gradually, Lisa's presence begins to seep back into her parents' lives, whethe
like it or not. This film marks the second feature for director Fien Troch, whost

[DISCOVERY-BOSNIA, HERZEGOVINA, GERMANY, FRANCE, IRAN /

Cast: Zana Marjanovic, Jasna Beri, Sadzida Setic, Vesna Masic,] Eastern B
1997. Headed by the young and stubborn Alma, the residents of the war-ravi
and isolated village of Slavno face a dilemma. Should they accept an offer frc
visiting businessmen willing to pay them to pick up and leave their homes for
or do they stay, following their hearts but risking life-threatening poverty? Wir

of the 2008 Cannes Critics' Week (
x5 7110
ONCE UPON A TIME IN RIO Breno Silveil

) Era Uma Vez

[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-BRAZIL/14A [ Cast: Cyria Coentro,

Rodrigo Costa, Vitéria Frate, Paulo César Grande, Thiago Martins, Rocco P
Falling in love on Rio's Ipanema beach, Dé - a hot dog vendor and slum dwe
struggling to maintain his dignity - and Nina - the only child of a wealthy famil
must stake their romance against deeply entrenched attitudes of prejudice ar
intolerance. [$] é PORTUGUESE (sul

BLINDNESS Fernando Meirell

[SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS-CANADA, BRAZIL, JAPAN / Cast: Julianne
Moore, Mark Ruffalo, Alice Braga, Yusuke Iseya, Yoshino Kimura, Don
McKellar, Maury Chaykin, Danny Glover, Gael Garcia Bernal] It begins in a 1
as one man is instantaneously struck blind while driving home from work, his
whole world suddenly turned to an eerie, milky haze. One by one, each persc
encounters will in due course suffer the same unsettling fate. As the contagio
spreads, and panic and paranoia set in across the city, the newly blind victim
AWhite Sicknesso are rounded up ar
mental asylum, where all semblance of ordinary life begins to break down. Bt
inside the quarantined hospital, there is one secret eyewitness: one woman (
time Academy AwardE-nominee Julian
order to stay beside her beloved husband (Mark Ruffalo). Armed with increas
courage and the will to survive, she will lead a makeshift family of seven peoj
a journey to break out of the hospital and into the devastated city where they
be the only hope left. Directed by Fernando Meirelles (City of God, TIFF 200:
from a screenplay by Don McKellar (based on the international bestseller by .
Saramago). [$%$] é EIlgin-VISA 18+ I

I® TONY MANERO Pablo Larra

[DISCOVERY-CHILE, BRAZIL / Cast: Alfredo Castro, Amparo Noguera, Hec
Morales, Paola Lattus, Elsa Poblete] Santiago de Chile, 1978. Dancer Raul
is obsessed with imitating Tony Manero, John Travolta's character in Saturd:
Night Fever. His quest for stardom seems within his grasp when a TV station
announces a Manero i mpersonation ¢
6.9/10

LINHA DE PASSE Walter Salles, Dani

Thomas

[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-BRAZIL / Cast: Sandra Corveloni, Jc
Baldasserini, Vinicius de Oliveira, José Geraldo Rodrigues, Kaique Jesus Se
In the heart of S&o Paulo, four fatherless brothers try to find a way out from tl
preordained paths. Reuniting directors Salles (The Motorcycle Diaries, TIFF
and Thomas, Linha de Passe garnered Best Actress (Sandra Corveloni) at C
2008. [$] é PORTUGUESE (subtitled;

LION'S DEN
) Leoner a
[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-ARGENTINA, SOUTH KOREA,

Pablo Trape

previous film, Someone Else's Happ BRAZIL / Cast: Martina Gusman] Julia awakes in her apartment one mornini

(subtitled) 18+ pregnant and in the company of the bloodied bodies of two men who had bee
Il overs. I n an instant, her 1ife be

416-968-FILM Watch video-clips at the official si Page 3 of ¢
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SPANISH (subtitled) 18+ /% 6.3/10

PLASTIC CITY
i Dangkou
[SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS-BRAZIL, CHINA / Cast: Joe Odagiri, Antonio
Petrin, Taina Muller, Milhem Cortaz, Anthony Wong] In the S&o Paulo
nei ghbourhood of Liberdade i home
Japanese i mmigrants 1 Yuda, a fear
an impulsive young dreamer, together rule the pirated goods racket in the ultt
liberal Brazilian metropolis. But a conspiracy between politicians and the mafi
begins to threaten Yudads power . 1
his years, Yuda returns to the jungle in a last attempt to put an end to his life
criminal. [$] é PORTUGUESE | JAP/

Yu Lik-we

LAST STOP 174
) Ul'ti ma Parada 1

[SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS-BRAZIL/14A] Director Bruno Barreto expands
the true event at the centre of Jc
documentary Bus 174 (TIFF 2003), telling the story of how a child grows up t
become a hostage-taker. Young Sandro lives in the slums of Rio de Janeiro v
corruption and violence are the norm. Orphaned, alienated and fearing for his
Sandro falls into a life of crime from which he may find it impossible to escape
é PORTUGUESE (subtitled) 14A

Bruno Barre

W ZIFT Javor Garde

[DISCOVERY-BULGARIA / Cast: Zachary Baharov, Tanya llieva, Vladimir
Penev, Mihail Mutafov, Djoko Rossich] The Moth is freed on parole after sper
time in prison on wrongful conviction of murder. Jailed shortly before the Bulg
communist coup of 1944, he now finds himself in a new and alien world - the
totalitarian Sofia of the 60s. His first night of freedom draws the map of a diab
city full of decaying neighbourhoods, gloomy streets and a bizarre parade of
characters. [$] é BULGARI AN (subti

BARRAGE CONTRE LE PACIFIQUE
T Sea Wal l

[SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS-FRANCE, CAMBODIA, BELGIUM/14A / Cast
Isabelle Huppert] Adapted from the novel of the same name by Marguerite Dt
Un Barrage Contre le Pacifique is directed by Rithy Panh (S21, La Machine ¢
mort Khmeére Rouge, TIFF 2003), who has turned to a classic work French

literature to make a film about his native country. The legendary Isabelle Hug
stars as the matriarch of a small land-owning family in 1930s French Indochir
(now Cambodia) who try to survive by working on rice fields located dangerot
close to the ocean. Driven to fight against both nature and corrupt bureaucrat
devises an imaginative scheme to build a dam against the sea with the help c
villagers. [$$] é FRENCH (subtit]e

Rithy Pan

DERRIERE MOI
) Behind Me

[VANGUARD-CANADA/14A / Cast: Carina Caputo, Charlotte Legault, Eliane
Gagnon, Patrice Dubois] Beautifully performed and exquisitely photographed
atmospheric Derriére moi is a sinister study of escape and betrayal. Betty, a
mysterious young girl, arrives in a small town in Quebec and strikes up a frier
with Lea, a lonely and naive 14-ye
10/10

Rafaél Ouell

BEFORE TOMORROW Marie-Héléne Cousine
i Jour Avant Le L Madeline Iva

[CANADA FIRST!-CANADA/PG / Cast: Madeline Ivalu, Paul-Dylan Ivalu, Ma
Qulitalik, Peter Henry Arnatsiag, Tumasie Sivuarapik] Based on the novel by

acclaimed Danish author Jgrn Riel, Before Tomorrow is a moving drama abc
strong Inuit woman and her beloved grandson, who become trapped on a rer
island as they face the ultimate challenge of survival.

CITYTV AWARD FOR BEST CANADIAN FIRST FEATURE FILM: The
Citytv Award for Best Canadian First Feature Film goes to Marie-Hélene
Cousineau and Madeline Piujuq || val
its humanist, innovative storytelling and its artistic integrity in capturing the
narrative of a people through an i
w1/, 9/10

LOST SONG Rodrigue Jes

[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-CANADA/14A | Cast: Suzie Leblanc,
Patrick Goyette] Elisabeth (Suzie Leblanc), Pierre (Patrick Goyette) and theil
born baby move to a summer cottage in a remote area north of Montreal. Iso
and the difficulty of coping with her new situation and surroundings send Elis:
into a spiral of depression. Lost Song is beautifully and sensitively rendered t
of our most rigorous filmmakers.

CITY OF TORONTO-CITYTV AWARD FOR BEST CANADIAN FEATURE
FILM: The City of Toronto-Citytv Award for Best Canadian Feature Film goe
Rodrigue Jean's Lost Song. Elisabeth (Suzie LeBlanc), Pierre (Patrick Goyet
their new-born baby move to a summer cottage in a remote area north of Mo
Isolation and the difficulty of coping with her new situation and surroundings ¢
Eli sabeth into a spiral of depressts
surprising, o0 and fAprofound, master
(subtitled) 14A **1/, 9/10

PONTYPOOL Bruce McDone

[VANGUARD-CANADA / Cast: Stephen McHattie, Lisa Houle, Georgina Reil
Bruce McDonald's first foray into the horror genre, Pontypool is an audacious
adaptation of Tony Burgessodés 1998

small Ontario town of Pontypool. Grant Mazzy (Stephen McHattie), a washec
radio personality, and his producer (Lisa Houle), along with their young techr
(Georgina Reilly), must somehow defend themselves while trying to relay the
to the outside world. [$] é 18+ **

IE3 PUBLIC ENEMY NUMBER ONE
I I nstinct De
One: Origins

[GALA PRESENTATIONS-CANADA, FRANCE, ITALY/14A / Cast: Cécile d¢
France, Gérard Depardieu, Roy Dupuis, Vincent Cassel, Gilles Lellouche] Vi
Cassel plays Jacques Mesrine, the legendary French gangster of the 1960s
1970s who came to be known as French

Public Enemy No. 1. Infamous for his sadism, bravado and daring prison esc
Mesrine carried out numerous robberies, kidnappings and murders in a crimi
career that spanned continents until he was shot dead by France's notorious
gang unit at the Porte de Clignancourt in 1979. Both a thriller and a biopic, F
Enemy No. 1 explores the man behir
/5 9/10

Jean-Frangois Ric
Mo r

Olaf Nicolai, Chris Ch
Chan Fui, Norb
Pfaffenbichler, Ben Rus
Rosalind Nashashibi, L
Skaer, Erika Loic, E
Russel

[WAVELENGTHS-SHORT-GERMANY, MALAYSIA, CANADA, AUSTRIA,
USA, UNITED KINGDOM, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES] German art star Ola
Nicolai makes his film debut with Rodakis (Germany), a fictitious biography ¢
Greek craftsman Alekos Rodakis; Chris Chong Chan Fui's Block B
(Malaysia/Canada) examines the lives of an expatriate Indian community we
itself through the contradicting soundscapes of contemporary Malaysia; Norb
Pfaffenbichler's rigorous MOSAIK MECANIQUE (Austria) systematically lays
the 98 shots of Charlie Chaplin's 1914 short A Film Johnnie in parallel loops
a CinemaScope image; Ben Russell's Black and White Trypps Number Thre
(USA) focuses on a young, mesmerized audience during a performance by tt
band Lightning Bolt; Rosalind Nashashibi (who represented Scotland at the 2
Venice Biennale) and Lucy Skaer's Flash in the Metropolitan (UK), is a sibylli
nighttime excursion through The Met's antiquities galleries; Erika Loic's Paric

B WAVELENGTHS 5
i Trips
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(Toronto) chronicles the history of the titular Mexican volcano. Ben Russell,
experimental filmmaker and Guggenheim award recipient, concludes the
programme with Trypps #5 (Dubai) (USA/United Arab Emirates), a slice of
happiness packaged under the flickering neon light of global capitalism.
AWARD FOR BEST CANADIAN SHORT FILM

The award for Best Canadian Short Film goes to Chris Chong Chan Fui's Blo
The film examines the lives of an expatriate Indian community weaving itself
through the contradicting soundscapes of contemporary Malaysia. The jury ni

"simple, graphic, hypnotic i this

essentials." [$] é 18+ ****] 9/10
C'EST PAS MO, JE LE JURE! Philippe Falarde
T 1tds Not Me, I

[SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS-CANADA/PG / Cast: Antoine L'Ecuyer, Gabrie
Maillé, Catherine Faucher, Suzanne Clément, Daniel Briére, Jules Philip] In t
summer of 668, L®on Dor® comes cl o
Madeleine saves him at the last minute, just like last summer in the pool, just
two years ago in the freezer. At ten, Léon has lots of problems and an overly 1
imagination. There is Mom and Dad who are always fighting and those annoy
nei ghbours who get to spend the su
exasperating girl whoos al ways rig
everything behind to start a new life in Greece, Léon is prepared to do anythir
kill the pain destroy the neigh
why not, fall in love with Lea. Together, they will overcome the pain of growing
when you feel abandoned. Based on Bruno Hébert's critically acclaimed nove

¢ FRENCH (subtitled) PG ****| 8.5/
MAMAN EST CHEZ LE COIFFEUR Léa Poc
T Mom I s At The H

[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-CANADA/PG / Cast: Marianne Fortie
C®l ine Bonnier, Gabriel Arcand, L
personal vision, Maman est chez le coiffeur is a heart-warming and heart-wre
family drama that chronicles a separation seen through the eyes of 12-year-o
(Marianne Fortier). After the sudden departure of her mother (Céline Bonnier)

c

£lise is left to deal with her des
FRENCH (subtitled) PG ***8/10
[ MARTYRS Pascal Laugi

[MIDNIGHT MADNESS-FRANCE, CANADA/18A / Cast: Morjana Alaoui,
Myléne Jampanoi, Catherine Begin, Robert Toupin] One night in the early 19
Lucie, a little girl missing for over a year, is discovered wandering by the side
country road, unable to say anything about what has happened to her. Hospi
Lucie slowly learns how to live again with the help of Anna, a victim of terrible
abuse at the hands of her own family. In no time, they are inseparable. Fifteel
later, with the help of Anna, Lucie sets out to wreak vengeance on the family :
believes to be responsible for her capture and torture. A visceral and deeply
disturbing exploration of what it means to be pushed to the limits of human
endurance, Martyrs redefines the
(subtitled) 18A ***8/10

n

NEXT FLOOR Denis Villeneu

[SHORT CUTS CANADA-SHORT-CANADA / Cast: Simone Chevalot, Luc-

Martial Dagenais, Kenneth Fernandez, Mathieu Handfield, Ariel Ifergan, Neil
Kroetsch] This Cannes International Critics Week award-winning short approi
surrealism at an aristocratic affair with minimal dialogue and maximum impac
Visually stunning and darkly humorous, the film is a feast for the eyes and an
assault on high society. [$] é FRE

BORDERLINE Lyne Charlebc

[CANADA FIRST!-CANADA/14A | Cast: Isabelle Blais, Jean-Hugues Anglad:
Angéle Coutu, Sylvie Drapeau, Marie-Chantal Perron, Pierre-Luc Brillant,
Laurence Carbonneau] A striking first feature, Borderline follows a young wor
as she struggles to break free from her past. Kiki is a journalist and wouldbe
novelist whose only close, stable relationships are with her dog and her ailing
cantankerous grandmother. An endlessly intriguing bundle of contradictions, ¢
constantly being confronted by the excesses of her wild past, yet remains stra
averse to anything that smells of stability. Borderline is driven by Charlebois's

REAL TIME Randall Col

[CANADA FIRST!-CANADA / Cast: Randy Quaid, Jay Baruchel] Real Time i
about a hit man (Randy Quaid) who gives a compulsive gambler (Jay Barucl
one hour to live. The movie takes place in real time and its ultimate subject is
we do with the time we have in thi

BLINDNESS Fernando Meirell

[SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS-CANADA, BRAZIL, JAPAN / Cast: Julianne
Moore, Mark Ruffalo, Alice Braga, Yusuke Iseya, Yoshino Kimura, Don
McKellar, Maury Chaykin, Danny Glover, Gael Garcia Bernal] It begins in a 1
as one man is instantaneously struck blind while driving home from work, his
whole world suddenly turned to an eerie, milky haze. One by one, each persc
encounters will in due course suffer the same unsettling fate. As the contagio
spreads, and panic and paranoia set in across the city, the newly blind victim
AWhite Sicknesso are rounded up ar
mental asylum, where all semblance of ordinary life begins to break down. Bt
inside the quarantined hospital, there is one secret eyewitness: one woman (
time Academy AwardE-nominee Juliar
order to stay beside her beloved husband (Mark Ruffalo). Armed with increas
courage and the will to survive, she will lead a makeshift family of seven peoy
a journey to break out of the hospital and into the devastated city where they
be the only hope left. Directed by Fernando Meirelles (City of God, TIFF 200:
from a screenplay by Don McKellar (based on the international bestseller by .

Saramago). [$%] ¢é Elgin-VISA 18+ |
ETE SANS POINT NI COUP SUR Francis Lecle
T No- Hi t No- Run S

[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-CANADA / Cast: Roy Dupuis, Patrice

Robitaille, Pier-Luc Funk, Jacyntt
Men are wal king on the Moon. I'n a
is about to happen. Montreal ds got

of making the neighbourhood team. When he gets cut his father steps in, sett
team, and together they spend a summer full of hope and disappointment, st

and foul ball s. A summer to rememt
(subtitled) 18+ **5 7/10
EXAMINED LIFE Astra Taylc

[REAL TO REEL-CANADA/G-Documentary] An intimate and engaging
conversation with some of the greatest minds of our era, Examined Life conv:
wonderment and curiosity that drives philosophical thought, taking it out of th
ivory towers of academia and into
5 7110

ONE WEEK Michael McGow

[GALA PRESENTATIONS-CANADA / Cast: Joshua Jackson, Liane Balabar
Emm Gryner, Campbell Scott, Gord Downie] Suddenly confronted with his
mortality, Ben Tyler (Joshua Jackson) impulsively purchases a vintage moto
and embarks on a cross-Canada road trip in order to escape an impending n
an unfulfilling job and medical treatment that will compromise his way of life.
Believing the trip to be unwise and reckless, his fiancée Samantha (Liane Ba
refuses to accompany him, leaving him to contend with the immensity of the
Canadian landscape and the enormity of his recent diagnosis on his own. In |
travels, Ben encounters several individuals who help him to understand what
believes in and what he really wants out of life. While hiking in Banff, Ben
becomes desperately lost and begins feeling the effects of the altitude or his i
or both. Here in the mountains, in this moment of weakness, he has an inten:
encounter with a woman named Tracey (Emm Gryner), whose presence forc
to reevaluate his relationship with Samantha. Making a commitment to live a
lifetime in each day, Ben opts to continue his westward journey. Finally, he ai
in Tofino, British Columbia, at mile zero of the Trans-Canada highway -- afte
4,000 kilometre journey, Ben has run out of west, unsure of which way to turi

[$$] ¢é 18+ ***| 7/10
PUDGE Annie Bradle

[SHORT CUTS CANADA-SHORT-CANADA / Cast: Laytrel McMullen, Anne
Anglin] Directed by Annie Bradley, a CFC and Sundance alumni, Pudge star
and-coming actress Laytrel McMullen as Violet, a pudgy 12-year-old girl who

di stinctive visual sense and actre : ; :

. lands in foster care in the projects, and has to start all over, new school, new
FRENCH (subtitled) 14A = 7.8/10 and a frosty new roommate. Hassled by schoolyard bullies about her ill-fitting
416-968-FILM Read about the art and the artist, wi Page 5 of
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winter coat, Violet vows to earn the money to buy a new one, but when she fir coronation stone of the Scots. Sei
employment with Edith (Anne Anglin), an elderly eccentric shut-in, Violet earn kept in Westminster Abbey and fitt

unlikely friendship that fits her best of all.

"I wanted to make a film that dealt with the invisibility that touches us all at so
point in our lives," Annie explains, "It's a story that explores our feelings of
powerlessness, whether young or old, and reminds us to discover what might

monarchs were crowned for centuries. The stone would not leave England ur
friends, passionate, determined and fueled by a combination of patriotism ani
fire of youth, made their way to London on Christmas Eve, 1950, to reclaim t|
symbol of their heritage. All of them rank amateurs, they aim to steal the ston

unique and true about ourselves. " right under the noses of the Engli
THIRTY TWO SHORT FILMS ABOUT Francgois Gira ADORATION Atom Egoye

GLENN GOULD /1993
) 32 Short Fil ms

[CANADIAN OPEN VAULT-CANADA / Cast: Colm Feore, Don McKellar,
Gerry Quigley, David Hughes, Bruno Monsaingeon, Yehudi Menuhin, Peter
Millard, Carlo Rota, Katya Ladan, Gale Garnett] Francois Girard's breakthrot
film is a compelling and striking
ideas and music, from his thoughts on technology and northern climates to hit
fondness for prescription drugs. Sumptuously photographed and designed as
separate visual and sound fragments, it uses drama, documentary, animatior
performance art to provide insight into the life and work of the enigmatic Cane
genius. Special thanks to Rhombus Media and Library and Archives Canada
Colm Feoreds performance as Goul d

i mmersing viewers fully into the n
and Girard with a rare combination of playfulness and conceptual rigour, 32 ¢
Films About Glenn Gould remains one of the most successful Canadian films
time and boasts an enormous cult f

B3 COOPERO6S CAMERA Warren Sonot

[CANADA FIRST!-CANADA / Cast: Jason Jones, Samantha Bee, Peter Kele
Mike Beaver] A wild and deranged comedy set in 1985 suburbia, Cooper's C.
follows the disintegration of a truly dysfunctional family Christmas after the ar
of an estranged uncle. As everyone gets drunker and drunker, old conflicts ar
secrets are unearthed to hilarious effect. The story is told through the eyes of
youngest son Teddy, via the family's newest Christmas present, a second-hat
camcorder. The film is written by
6/10

HEAVEN ON EARTH Deepa Mehi

[SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS-CANADA/PG / Cast: Preity Zinta, Vansh
Bhardwaj, Yanna MclIntosh, Seema Biswas] Bollywood superstar Preity Zinta
plays Chand, a vibrant young woman who travels from India to Canada wher:
new husband Rocky (Vansh Bhardwaj) and his very traditional family await.
Everything is new to Chand, including the quiet and shy Rocky, whom she me
for the first time at the airport. Chand approaches her new life and new counti
equanimity and grace but, optimism soon gives way to alienation as she finds
herself in the midst of a collective frustration. No one feels the pressure more
Rocky, burdened by familial obligations here and abroad -- unable to express
frustrations, Rocky finds other ways to release his anger, with Chand bearing
brunt of his repressed rage. Trapped in a world she cannot comprehend and
seemingly unable to please her husband, Chand turns to her co-worker Rosa
(Yanna Mclntosh), a tough and savvy Jamaican-Canadian woman, who give:
magical root, promising that it will make Rocky fall deeply in love with her. So
surreal incidents occur and Chand¢
King Cobra. As the lines between fantasy and reality converge, Chand and R
come face to face with each other

TORONTO STORIES Sook-Yin Lee, St
Sutherland, David Wea

Aaron Woodl¢
[CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA-CANADA / Cast: Sook-Yin Lee, Tygh
Runyan, K.C. Collins, Joris Jarsky, Carly Pope, Gil Bellows, Lisa Ray] A tribu
the city, Toronto Stories is a passionate collection of four stories witnessed by
nameless boy in the course of a single day. Each story was directed by one o
cityés most intriguing fil mmakers.

STONE OF DESTINY Charles Martin Snr

[GALA PRESENTATIONS-CANADA, UNITED KINGDOM / Cast: Robert

Carlyle, Billy Boyd, Brenda Fricker, Charlie Cox, Kate Mara] Based on a true
story. Stone of Destiny re-creates the legendary tale of four Glasgow Universi
students who plotted to retrieve the 300- pound Stone of Destiny, the ancient

[SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS-CANADA / Cast: Devon Bostick, Scott
Speedman, Arsinée Khanjian, Noam Jenkins, Rachel Blanchard] The twelfth
feature film from celebrated Canadian filmmaker Atom Egoyan. High school
student Simon (Devon Bostick) is caught up in family history, technology and
shocking and explosive lie that intertwines the lives of his uncle (Scott Speed
and his French teacher (Arsinée Khanjian), while forcing him to reconcile
conflicting memories of his deceased parents (Noam Jenkins and Rachel

Bl anchard). [$%$] ¢é Elgin-VISA 18+

E3 PASSCHENDAELE Paul Gros

[GALA PRESENTATIONS-CANADA / Cast: Paul Gross, Caroline Dhaverna
Gil Bellows, Joe Dinicol, Chris Ippolito, Jason Therrien, Robert Nogier] The 2
Toronto International Film Festival opens September 4 with the world premie
Gala Presentation of Passchendaele, written, directed and produced by celet
Canadian filmmaker Paul Gross. Set during the height of the First World Wa
Passchendaele tells the story of Sgt. Michael Dunne (Gross), a soldier who is
brutally wounded in France and returns home to Calgary emotionally and
physically scarred. While in the military hospital in Calgary, he meets Sarah
(Dhavernas), a mysterious and attractive nurse with whom he falls passionat
|l ove. When Sarah6s younger brother
severe asthma i signs up to fight
battlefield to protect him. Alongside thousands of other courageous Canadiar
David and Michael are sent to fight in the third battle of Ypres. Commonly kni
as fAPasschendaele, 0o it is a battle
Release: Oct.17'08 *¥2 5/10

ONLY Ingrid Veninger, Sin

Reynolad:
[CANADA FIRST!-CANADA/PG / Cast: Jacob Switzer, Elena Hudgins Lyle]
Only centers on a 12-year-old boy (Jacob Switzer) who lives in a northern Or
motel run by his parents. One day a 12-yearold girl (Elena Hudgins Lyle) arri
and changes his world. Over the course of their single day together, they eml
a journey filled with deep secrets

FIFTY DEAD MEN WALKING Kari Skoglar

[GALA PRESENTATIONS-CANADA, UNITED KINGDOM / Cast: Jim
Sturgess, Ben Kingsley, Rose McGowan, Kevin Zegers, Nathalie Press, Ros
McGowan] In the late 1980s, with the Irish civil conflict at its most treacherou
year-old Martin McGartland (Jim Sturgess) is recruited by the British police tc
infiltrate and spy on the Irish Republican Army (IRA). Working his way up
through the ranks as a volunteer for the IRA while simultaneously feeding
information to his British handler, McGartland lives his life under the constant
threat of being exposed as an informant. This double life, a secret kept even
those closest to him, begins to unravel and the threat of exposure becomes a
harrowing reality when McGartland is captured and tortured to within an inch
life. Against the odds, he manages a daring escape. To this day, Martin McG
is still on the run. Based on the

CONTROL ALT DELETE Cameron Labil

[CANADA FIRST!-CANADA/14A / Cast: Tyler Labine, Sonja Bennett, Alisen
Down, Laura Bertram] Control Alt Delete is an unusually quirky romantic con
set in 1999. When computer geek Lewis Henderson (Tyler Labine) is dumpe
his longtime girlfriend, he becomes more and more obsessed with internet po
After a while, the images lose their power over his libido and he begins a stra
sexual relationship with the machine itself. As Lewis starts dating the new

receptionist Jane (Sonja Bennett), he realizes he may not be the only one ha
a dirty little secret. [$] é 14A °

106 Candice De
[SHORT CUTS CANADA-SHORT-CANADA] For centenarian Wilma
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